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cessors had so grievously dissipated, had ever been
Alexander's aim; Louis XII afforded him, at last, his
opportunity, since with French aid the thing now
might be attempted.
His son Cesare was the Hercules to whom was to be
given the labour of cleaning out the Augean stable oi
the Romagna.
That Alexander may have been single-minded in
his purpose has never been supposed. It might, in-
deed, be to suppose too much; and the general as-
sumption that, from the outset^ his chief aim was to
found a powerful State for his son may be accepted.
But let us at least remember that this had been the
aims of several Popes before him. Sixtus IV and Inno-
cent VIII had similarly sought to found dynasties in
Romagna for their families; but, lacking the talents
and political acuteness of Alexander and a son of the
mettle and capacity of Cesare Borgia, the feeble trail
left by their ambition is apt to escape attention.
Alexander's formidable Bull published in October
of that year 1499 set forth how, after trial, it had been
found that the Lords or Vicars of Rimini, Pesaro3
Imola, Forli, Camerino, and Faenza, with other feuda-
tories of the Holy See (including the Duchy of Ur-
bino) had never paid the yearly tribute due to the
Church, wherefore he, by virtue of his apostolic au-
thority, deprived them of all their rights, and did de-
clare them so deprived.
It has been said again and again that this Bull,
amounting to a declaration of war, was no more than
a pretext to indulge his rapacity. Yet surely it bears
the impress of a real grievance, and announces a meas-
ure for which there were just and ample grounds.